5/24/66 TrWf off and on all afternoon to reach Marion ^ohnson at Archives, as per 
yesterday p.m. arrangement, N 0 one knew where he was and at no point was there any 
message, even after I had asked that if anyone could they get one. He had been at 
a ceremony yesterday p.ra. , even though we had arranged for me to be there to pick up 
8ny Xeroxing that had been done. V<hen I finally got him, he said they bad been able 
to do no Xeroxing. I presume Post was using the apparently only list. I left word 
with a Mr* Allen who answered his phone about 4:30 that I’d call in the morning and 
would appreciate it if a meaningful message were leftmfx for me, that I’d prefer not to 
go-down there and kill time. Yesterday we made an arrangement for seeing the pictures, 
hopefully in the a.m. 


Bumped into Wolff 23 a.m. He had read book, impressed, interested and "much better 
written that you had ledT me to believe." 

At about 3:30 p.m. when 1 was looking for Johnson I walked into an open office near 
his. The woman who was there asked rne, "Are you the FBI men who has been trying 
to reach Mr. Johnson." 

Today I went to both Dallas Papers. Morning News, Karen Klinefelter, not interested. 
Times Herald, Mrs. Mayer, "Just didn’t see how I could pull a story out of it." 

NY Post, office boy, no response. Hadn’t seen anything in paper. 

Last Fridat Stern told me three reporters had been assigned to story. He introduced 
me to only Dick Harwood, ^t was Harwood’s suggestion that he resd the book over the 
weekend and that we get together Monday a.m. Some time after I arrived there he and 
I did. He apparently had read or glanced at 2 chapters, Set-up and Shots. He immedi- 
ately informed me he could not agree with my statement that Oswald could not have dxot 
the President and then that he had been in the Marines, and a sharpshooter was a very 
good shot. I 8skad him to sho' me where I had said Oswald could not have shot the 
President and he finally came up with the passage where I said that the Commission’s 
own best evidence proved Oswald could not have fired three such accurate shots in the 
brief period he allegedly had. To which Harwood said one had not been accurate, I showed 
him the Marine Commandant’s letter, and he said "The Commission’s expert said it was 
an easy shot." I replied that a sergeant had said this, when consulted by tbe 
5Jom ; iis3ion after it didn’t like the official evaluation of the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, that Oswald when last tested had barely qualified at all and that there 
W8s no evidence of any practise in the long interval. This morning he informed me I 
was wrong in the chapter on the autopsy. I asked him if had read it and he said 
he hadn’t but he had read the autopsy. If the doctors said in the autopsy tbe 
President was shot in the neck, he was shot in the neck. I was wrong and so was every- 
thing else that proved this. No, he co\ild not raster a single bit of evidence in support 
of the autopsy statement, and he didn t know of*the statements by the same doctors 
contradicting it, which ^ read him, but none of this made any difference, nor did the 
discipline of these doctors as forensic medical experts, nor did the normal require- 
ments of autopsies, snd Finck’s chart was just hen-scratches natr intended to record 
anything except the measurement of 14 cm, that the point locating the &ound in the 
back had no meaning whatsoever, ^e had seen the autopsy file. I contained only what 
the volume contained. Mot a single note of any kind, no measurements on scraps of p 
paper, no medical notations, and the covering letter. This did not seem at all strange 
to him, nor did the unaccounted bruning of any papers, nor the substantive changes 
in the autopsy, not alone about the neck wound, and the President’s tailored coat 
could easily have risen six inches, as could have his shirt, and only a single hole 
would have been left. I gave Stem the letter I had written him, the carbons, he said 
he could see no objection to mailing them (Hoover and Rowley), I expressed ray misgivings 
and left. 7/e arranged for me to check back in case they wanted me. They didn’t. 

I’m to check at 11 a.m. I found it hard to believe a reasonable man could blindly 
insist fact meant nothing if he didn t like it, even if he could muster not a single 
competent fact in opposition to it. £ am surprised he hasn’t read the book. 


